The following note is published in the hope that the method indicated in it may be worked out more fully by persons in the possession of more leisure, and with access to better material and instruments, than the writer can at present avail himself of. As apology for its incompleteness, I can only plead the stress and strain of active service, coupled with separation from the records of all experiments made in connection with the subject. It is hoped that on the return of the China Field Force to India that opportunity will be afforded to extend and confirm the observations about to be narrated. 
